Fair Trade Certified – the Gold Standard of Sustainability

The Fair Trade Certified™ label is a one-stop shop for consumers who want to do good by the planet and by the people who call her home.  Fair Trade Certified environmental standards are the strictest in the industry, benchmarked to meet or exceed all other consumer labeling criteria (with the exception of Certified Organic).  Fair Trade Certified ensures that farmers obey internationally-monitored environmental standards, while empowering farmers and farm workers with financial incentives and resources for organic conversion, reforestation, water conservation and environmental education.  

Fair Trade Certified environmental standards include:

· Conservation areas must be identified – buffer zones around water bodies and watershed recharge areas – left uncultivated and safely guarded against agrochemicals. 

· New planting in virgin forests is prohibited, and cultivated areas within the farm should be regenerated with natural flora and fauna to promotion agricultural diversification. 

· Producer organizations cannot gather material from protected areas, and material gathered from wild, uncultivated areas must be done sustainability, ensuring long-term viability of native species. 

· Agrochemicals on the FLO Prohibited List may not be used, sold, handled or distributed by the producer organization.  Click here to read the FLO prohibited materials list. 

· Producers must safely store and dispose of all agrochemicals and their containers, and cannot air-spray agrochemicals over buffer zones, residential areas, rivers and other significant water sources. 

· Agrochemicals are used only when absolutely necessary, and producer organizations must continuously work to reduce their use and toxicity level. 

· Hazardous waste must be disposed of safely, and organic waste must be disposed of in a sustainable manner (e.g. unsustainable ways of handling organic waste include burning crop residue or allowing processing residue to flow into drainage streams). 

· Producers must be educated about how to properly handle waste in order to protect water quality, soil integrity and food safety. 

· Possible causes of erosion or effected water resources must be investigated, and at-risk land must be regularly monitored and evaluated. 

· Producers must adopt basic principles to enhance fertility and soil structure, such as tillage, irrigation and crop rotation, with a system of monitoring and evaluating compliance. 

· Producers must use irrigation to minimize water consumption, and only use fire to clear or prepare land when it’s the preferred ecological option. 

· Producers cannot grow Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO), or use products derived from GMOs in primary production or processing. 

· Producers must monitor possible GMO usage by neighbors, and take additional precautions to protect their crops or seeds from contamination. 

