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Additional Resources: 
 
Bananas Fast Facts – TransFair USA 
https://transfairusa.org/pdfs/fastfacts_bananas.pdf 
 
Banana Backgrounder – TransFair USA 
https://transfairusa.org/pdfs/backgrounder_banana.pdf  
 
Links 

TransFair USA, a non-profit organization, is the only independent, third-party certifier of Fair 
Trade products in the U.S. and one of 20 members of Fairtrade Labelling Organizations 
International (FLO). TransFair’s rigorous audit system, which tracks products from farm to 
finished product, verifies industry compliance with Fair Trade criteria. TransFair allows U.S. 
companies to display the Fair Trade Certified label on products that meet strict Fair Trade 
standards. (http://www.transfairusa.org) 
 
Where to Buy Guide TransFair USA’s searchable database of where to buy Fair Trade Certified 
products in the US.  http://www.transfairusa.org/content/WhereToBuy/  
 
Oké USA is a Fair Trade banana company, 30% owned by banana producers. www.okeusa.com  
 
Banana Link UK is a UK-based non-profit organization that campaigns for a fair and sustainable 
banana trade.  www.bananalink.org.uk 
 
Co-op America currently has a campaign to get supermarkets to carry Fair Trade bananas 
http://www.coopamerica.org/takeaction/fairtradebananas/   
 
Cool Planet Oxfam Great Britain’s Learning Site, offers Fair Trade banana and cocoa farmer 
profiles, recipes, wordsearch and interactive activities to explore the journey of a banana from 
plant to ship.  http://www.oxfam.org.uk/coolplanet/kidsweb/fairtrade/index.htm  

Equal Exchange Fair Trade Fundraiser Program – Students can fundraise with Fair Trade 
chocolate. The Equal Exchange Fair Trade Fundraising Program is an exciting alternative to your 
typical fundraiser! Now you can support your favorite school group or organization while building 
family farming communities across the globe.  http://www.equalexchange.com/fundraiser  

Catholic Relief Services' Fair Trade Chocolate Program features a fundraising program for 
schools and church youth organizations called Raise it Right. Fund out how you can sell Divine 
Chocolate to help raise money for your school's projects at www.crsfairtrade.org  

Teaching Modules on Fair Trade and Catholic Social Teaching: Catholic Relief Services has 
developed learning modules for middle and secondary school classrooms to explore the principles 
of Catholic Social Teaching (CST) in the context of Fair Trade. They are full of background 
material, interactive lesson ideas, and useful class assignments. Educators can use the eight 
modules as a complete unit or pick and choose the ones that work for them.  They can also be 
inspired by what other educators have done (these units were developed by Eileen Harrington of 
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the Diocese of Madison!) and connected to other useful resources. 
http://www.crsfairtrade.org/resources/download.cfm#education  

Venture a Virtual Visit to Fair Trade Farms using Google Earth – Where on Earth does my 
Fair Trade Certified coffee come from? Now you can find out on Google Earth!  TransFair USA 
and Google have collaborated to bring you this exciting new way to learn about Fair Trade. 
Navigate the globe using the new Fair Trade layer to discover Fair Trade Certified farms in Latin 
America, Africa, and Asia. 

Viewing Fair Trade farm profiles is easy! 
Download and install the Google Earth application > 
Activate the Fair Trade Certified layer in the 'layers palette' 
Look for the Fair Trade Certified label and click to learn more about the producer group. 

Heifer International Curriculum: GET IT!®: Global E ducation To Improve Tomorrow – 
For Middle and High School Students – Economic Links between Latin America and the USA, 
focuses on bananas, flowers, and coffee.  GET IT! is a curriculum-based global education and 
service learning program that teaches students and teachers about sustainable solutions to world 
hunger and poverty.   The GET IT! curriculum engages students as investigative journalists to 
research, write about, and act on issues surrounding consumer choices and international trade.  
(http://www.heifered.org/getit/)  
 
Photo Essays and Articles 
 
Action Aid slide show on bananas: http://www.actionaid.org.uk/index.asp?page_id=100826 
 
Washington Post Photovoyage of a Banana 
http://wpni01.auroraquanta.com/pv/banana?sess_id=59628990788943212&img=1997 
 
Films 
 
Banana Split is a documentary film about bananas. The film examines the historical, social, 
economic, scientific and environmental aspects of banana production. Banana Split begins in a 
grocery store in Canada and takes viewers on a journey to Honduras to see where the fruit comes 
from. Filmed in Thunder Bay, Toronto, Los Angeles, Montpelier (France) and Tela (Honduras). 
Running Time (47 min) http://www.shebafilms.com/films/banana_split.html  
 

Related resources include a Teachers’ Guide and an online curriculum called “Bananas 
Unpeeled: The Hidden Costs of Banana Production and Trade” (http://www.global-
ed.org/bananas-unpeeled.pdf) with suggestions for engaging learning activities 

 
Fair Trade, the Story (2006) is an eight-minute video with great music, gorgeous images of fair 

trade communities, and even an interview with Stone Gossard of Pearl Jam. Link to it on your 
website or blog, show it to friends and family, play it before a presentation about fair trade to 
set the stage and inspire—the possibilities are endless! You can watch it right from your 
computer just by clicking on EQ.TV.  (Free copies at 
http://www.transfairusa.org/content/resources/videolist.php) Running Time: 8 minutes 
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Market Info 

The New York Times, "In Ecuador's Banana Fields, Child Labor Is Key to Profits," Juan Forero, 
July 13, 2002  Found online at http://www.organicconsumers.org/Starbucks/0828_fair_trade.cfm  

Information on the Banana Market from the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD). 

http://r0.unctad.org/infocomm/anglais/banana/market.htm  
Graphs of Banana Exports 
http://r0.unctad.org/infocomm/anglais/banana/market.htm#exports 
Banana Imports http://r0.unctad.org/infocomm/anglais/banana/market.htm#imports 
Growth of Organic and Fair Trade banana markets 
http://r0.unctad.org/infocomm/anglais/banana/market.htm#organic  

 
Books on Bananas or Fair Trade 
 

Ancona, George. BANANAS FROM MANOLO TO MARGIE. Clarion Books, NY, 1982 
  Follows the banana journey from Manolo, who lives on a plantation in Honduras, to 
Margie who lives in USA.   
 
Robson, Pam. What's For Lunch? Bananas. Children's Press, 1998.  
Learn how bananas are grown and how people eat them. 
 
Zapizapu Crosses the Sea: A Story About Being Fair, by Diane Abad Vergara; Illustrated 
by Ria van Rooyen, Trafford Publishing, NZ, 2007. 
 

Fairly-Traded Crafts and Clothing     

The Fair Trade Federation (FTF) is an association of fair trade wholesalers, retailers, and 
producers whose members are fully committed to providing fair wages and good employment 
opportunities to economically disadvantaged artisans and farmers worldwide. FTF membership is 
not a certification, but members are screened for their full commitment to fair trade. 

Fair Trade Federation members are committed to the following principles and practices in their 
trading relationships: fair wages; participatory workplaces; environmental sustainability; financial 
and technical support; consumer education; respect for cultural identity; and public 
accountability, as well as to direct and long-term relationships with artisans and producers in 
developing countries.  http://www.fairtradefederation.org/ 
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The Fair Trade Certified™ label 
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Fair Trade 
Chocolate-Covered 

Banana 
Popsicles! 

 
What you’ll need: 
 
One half a Fair Trade banana for each child (An adult can cut bananas in half in advance) 
 
1 Fair Trade Chocolate bar for each 5 children 
 
Microwave-safe bowl or double boiler 
 
Popsicle sticks 
 
Freezer tray lined with foil or parchment paper. 

 
Directions:  
 
Break up the chocolate into pieces.  Place in microwave-safe bowl and microwave on medium 
low heat or melt in top of double boiler over hot water.  Remove from heat and allow chocolate 
to cool slightly. 
 
Help students poke popsicle stick into their half-banana.  Each child can dip their banana into 
the chocolate once.  Immediately place dipped bananas on tray without touching others.  When 
all students have finished, place tray into freezer for one hour. 
 
Take tray out of freezer and pass out one Fair Trade popsicle to each child.   
 
Enjoy your frozen Fair Trade chocolate-covered banana popsicles!   
 
Watch out for sticky fingers! ��� �  
 

 
 


