
CAC Pangoa (Cooperativa Agraria Cafetalera Pangoa) located in San Martín de Pangoa, 
is relatively new to Fair Trade.  The majority of co-op members cultivate coffee on 5-
10 hectare plots.  The cooperative promotes strong leadership and gender equality; 
General manager Esperanza Dionisio is well-known for her impressive cooperative 
management skills.  

CAC Pangoa has been exporting its coffee to the European Fair Trade market since 
the co-op became Fair Trade certified through Fairtrade Labelling Organizations 
International (FLO) in 2001.  In 2003, CAC Pangoa made its first sale to the US market.

CAC Pangoa uses revenue from Fair Trade coffee sales to sponsor 
several initiatives:
• Credit and savings support. A micro-credit project and a credit union available to 

its members.

• Crop diversification programs.  The creation of vegetable gardens, greenhouses, 
and nurseries help develop and expand member's yields.  

• Women's organization promotion. Providing technical assistance on farming as 
well as  handicrafts and animal husbandry for additional sources of income.

• Insurance. Life insurance program available for members.

• Infrastructure improvements. Construction of coffee storage facilities and main-
taining village warehouse.

• Technical assistance. Consistently improves the quality of members’ coffee and 
lends support to those involved in organic transition of their farms.

Website: http://www.greendevelopment.nl/progreso/pangoa/spaans/spaans.htm

 ABOUT THE COOP 

Date Established:  1978

Number of Members: 721

Annual Production: 32

 ABOUT THE COFFEE  

Varieties: Caturra, Typica, Bourbon, Pache

Elevation: 900-2,000m

Processing: Wet processing, sun drying, and 
dry processing

Cup Characteristics: Good flavor, aroma, and 
acidity

Harvest Season: Apr-Aug 

Export Season: May-Sep

Organic Production: 20%

Organic Certification Agency: OCIA

CAC Pangoa, Peru
“With the Fair Trade price we hope to increase our organic production so 
that we can improve and conserve the soil and subsequently increase our 
productivity. With increased revenue from Fair Trade sales, we plan to 
improve all technical aspects of our production.”

— Esperanza Dionisio Castillo,
CAC Pangoa, General manager
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