
Cooperativa Café Timor (CCT) was founded in the wake of the destruction of much of 
East Timor after it gained independence from Indonesia in 1999.  In 2000, a group of 
farmers, in an attempt to successfully market their coffee internationally, united to 
form CCT.  Today, the organization has grown to include 19,600 members from 16 base 
cooperatives and 494 small-scale farmer groups.  CCT obtained Fair Trade certification 
from Fairtrade Labeling Organizations International (FLO) in 2001 and has since greatly 
benefited from the Fair Trade price.   

With revenue generated from Fair Trade sales, the cooperative has 
implemented the following programs and services:

• Provide Medical Coverage. A healthcare program that includes the 
formation of nine stationary health clinics and 24 mobile health clinics.  The 
clinics see an average of 18,000 patients per month.  In addition, services are 
provided free of charge to all cooperative members.

• Establish Business Fundamentals. A business skill development program 
that provides members with training in bookkeeping, management, English 
language, and computer skills.

• Access Consumer Goods. A wholesale purchasing arm of the cooperative 
that benefits the local community by providing consumer goods at reasonable 
prices to small retail outlets in rural areas.  To date, this project has assisted of 
3,000 members and their families.

• Infrastructure Improvement. Equipment purchases, including the 
upgrade of six de-pulping machines and eight fermentation vats.

 ABOUT THE COOP 

Date Established:  2000

Number of Members: 19,600

Annual Production: 135 containers

 ABOUT THE COFFEE  

Varieties: Moubesse and Aifu

Elevation:  800-1,500m

Processing: Wet processing and patio drying

Cup Characteristics: Medium acidity and body 

Harvest Season: May-Aug

Export Season: Jul-Dec 

Organic Production: 100%

Organic Certification Agency: OCIA 

CCT, East Timor
“I know that part of the Fair Trade income that my colleagues and I      
generate through our sales of fresh, organic Arabica cherries is used to buy 
medicine for the Cooperativa Café Timor’s primary healthcare clinics.  For 
that I am grateful, as the clinic’s staff saved my wife’s life after she suffered 
complications from the recent birth of my child.”

— Alfonso Sarmento,
CCT member
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