
In 2002, a group of small-scale banana producers formed Asocación de Trabajadores 
Agrícolas Atónomos "Cerro Azul" in order to overcome the problems brought on by the 
Ecuadorian government's virtual abandonment of the agricultural sector.  The producers 
in the Pasaje region had the right ecological conditions needed to producer 100%  
organic certified bananas and they strongly believed in preserving the surrounding 
natural resources.  

Cerro Azul became Fair Trade certified by the Fair Trade Labeling Organizations 
International (FLO) in 2003 and has since succeeded in improving the socioeconomic 
conditions of its community as it continues to protect and conserve the environment.  

Cerro Azul has used its revenue from Fair Trade sales to invest in: 
•	 Sustainable agriculture.  Cerro Azul provides organic fertilizer subsidies 

and training in organic agricultural techniques for its members to improve the 
quality of their fruit.  They also run a reforestation program.  In 2005, the co-op 
implemented a recycling program and training courses for its members focused 
on environmental conservation.  

•	 Infrastructure. The organization has constructed irrigation systems and built 
a packing station.  They also purchased office space and computer  
equipment. 

•	 Quality improvement.  Cerro Azul runs quality improvement training 
programs for its members.  

 •	 Human development.  In 2005, the co-op ran health, educational, and 
economic programs for its members.  Office employees received computer, 
taxation and accounting classes.     

  

 ABOUT THE COOP 

Date Established: 2002

Number of Members: 160

Production: 5 cont/ wk

  ABOUT THE BANANAS  

Varieties: Cavendish

Harvest Season: Year-round

Export Season: Year-round

Organic Production: 100%

Organic Certification Agency: BCS

Cerro Azul, Ecuador
“Fair Trade has increased the income of our members, decreased migration, 
provided employment opportunities to the community, and imprved the self-
esteem of small-scale banana producers.”

--Iván Ramón, 
Cerro Azul Member
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