
Campsinos Ecológicos de la Sierra Madre de Chiapas (CESMACH) is a coffee cooperative 
located in the southern highlands of Chiapas within the buffer zone of the El Triunfo 
Biosphere.  El Triunfo is an area of great ecological importance because it contains 
two of the most complex and beautiful ecosystems in the world: the cloud forest and 
the   tropical rain forest.  El Triunfo’s unique ecosystems are home to an incredible             
quantity of plant and animal species considered rare or in danger of extinction CESMACH 
members are deeply committed to sustainable agricultural practices that prevent the        
encroachment of agriculture into the Biosphere and the disturbance of the natural 
resources within its boundaries.  

The Fair Trade price has supported the cooperative's efforts to
• Broaden education. Establish an education fund to support its members 

children.

• Fund technical assistance. Members provided with training in the areas of 
sustainable agriculture, organic production, and quality control.

• Invest in infrastructure.  Access to credit allowed the coop to finance the 
construction of both a cupping laboratory and a meeting hall.

• Raise the incomes of its members.  CESMACH’s members have been able to 
pay off their debts and make necessary improvements to their homes.  

• Promote conservation.  The cooperative was awarded the 2003 Ecological 
Merit Award by the Mexican government for its efforts to protect endangered 
plant species.

 ABOUT THE COOP 

Date Established: 1994

Number of Members: 225

Annual Production: 21 Containers

 ABOUT THE COFFEE  

Varieties: Bourbon and Mundo Novo

Elevation: 900-1350m

Processing: Wet processing and sun drying

Cup Characteristics: Good acidity and body, 
exquisite aroma 

Harvest Season: Jan-Apr 

Export Season: Feb-May

Organic Production: 55%

Organic Certification Agency: OCIA

CESMACH, Mexico
“El Triunfo Biosphere is where we cultivate organic coffee and where we 
coexist with nature by conserving natural resources.  Organic cultivation 
does not require chemical products and attempts to incorporate coffee and 
shade trees in the same area.  In this manner, we prvent erosion and make 
it possible for many plants and animals to live here.”   
                                                    —Reynaldo López García,
              CESMACH president
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Recent Highlights
In 2004, cooperative members voted to strengthen the organization’s savings fund.  Beginning with the 2004-2005 harvest, CESMACH will 
have saved enough money to offer 100% pre-harvest financing for its members.  Access to financing helps assure that members have the 
resources they need to continue to produce coffee of the highest quality.
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