FAIR TRADE

COCOA COOPERATIVE

fm
2 b
FEDECADE, Ecuador

"The Fair Trade price received is very beneficial to producers, and
will allow them to improve their current situation."
—Victor Chacon Salinas,
FEDECADE Member

FEDECADE was founded by a single person in 1981, but was taken over in 1992 by
a group of cocoa farmers. Set in the rainforest of Ecuador, FEDECADE is currently a
non-profit organization that is made up of seven cocoa cooperatives and their 500
active members. Currently, 600 more cocoa farmers are working to formally join Date Established: 1981
FEDECADE. Fair Trade Certified by the Fair Trade Labeling Organization (FLO) in 2005,
cooperative members hope to improve their living situation and social programs

~ABOUT THE COOP

Number of Members: 1200

with the Fair Trade price. Annual Production: 5000 quintales
FEDECADE members plan to implement the following initiatives with _
the Fair Trade price: ABOUTTHE COCOA
« Support women. FEDECADE plans to implement programs to support Varieties: Forastero, Arriba
women and children of the cooperative. .
] ] ) ] ) Fermentation level: 75% (75% fully
. M|cro-cred|t. FEDECADE hopes to implement a micro-credit program for fermented: 10% partially fermented; 15%
its members. unfermented)
+ Organic certification. The Fair Trade premium will allow FEDECADE to -
pay for organic certification fees. Humidity level: 7%
Elevation: 8m

Recent Highlights:

FEDECADE has received support from a local NGO, “Conservacion y Desarrollo”,
which has helped members implement fermentation and drying infrastructure, Processing: Fermented in boxes, sun and
thereby improving the quality of of their cocoa. The co-op now uses solar drying gas drying.

‘greenhouses’ and has started their own export program.

Climate: Humid, sub-tropical

Harvest Season: June-Dec
Export Season: July-Jan
Organic Production: 20%

Organic Certification Agency: BCS
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