
Located in Salamina, Caldas, Colombia, Cooperativa de Caficultores del Norte de 
Caldas was established to combat unstable coffee prices.  Low family incomes, and 
the desire to regulate prices and commercial stability, led farmers to come together 
and form a cooperative in June of 1963.  

Certified with the Fairtrade Labelling Organizations (FLO) in 2004, co-op producers 
receive higher prices for their coffee, and have significantly increased incomes of 
farmers and their families. 

With proceeds from the Fair Trade price, the co-op has been  able to:
• Establish a leadership program for women. The cooperative's leader-

ship project incorporates women in cooperative activities and puts them in 
the social context of the business.

• Create a health program. Norte de Caldas helps with hospitalization and 
surgery for co-op members.

• Support education. The cooperative provides university scholarships, 
supports the Solidarity with Education project, and sponsors restaurants in 
rural schools.

• Offer technical assistance. Norte de Caldas promotes organic agriculture 
and conversion amongst co-op members. 

• Provide equipment. The cooperative provides members with laboratory 
equipment to help control quality.

 ABOUT THE COOP 

Date Established: 1963

Number of Members: 2,513

Annual Production: 261 Containers

Fair Trade Production: 16 Containers

  ABOUT THE COFFEE  

Varieties: Caturra, Tipica, Colombian

Elevation: 1,500-1,850m

Processing: Sun and mechanic

Cup Characteristics: Intense aroma, 
medium acidity, round body, and fruity and 
citric flavor

Harvest Season: Oct-Dec, Apr-Jun

Export Season: Oct-Jan, Apr-Jun

Organic Production: 1.5%

Organic Certification Agency: Ecocert

Norte de Caldas, Colombia
“ASince the moment that I became part of this program, I have received 
excellent benefits like the price of coffee, the repair of depulpers, and the 

construction of cafe dryers”.
 —Marino Soto,

    Norte de Caldas member
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