
Founded in 1998 by 33 farmers and indigenous Arhuacos, the Asociación de 
Productores Organicos Arhuacos y Campesinos de la Sierra, TIWEN, was legally rec-
ognized in 2000 and achieved organic certification in 2001.  Before the association 
was formed, they sold their coffee to intermediaries who offered poor quality food in 
exchange for their farmers' coffee.  Moreover, the relationship between the farmers 
and the indigenous people had been distant and marred by land disputes until they 
united as one organization.   

Fair Trade Certified with the Fairtrade Labeling Organizations International (FLO) 
since 1994, TIWEN continues to help its 260 members access sustainable markets for 
their high quality coffee.  

With proceeds from the Fair Trade price, the co-op has been  able to:
•  Improve quality. The association contracts qualified personnel to maintain 

their coffee depulpers.  One extentionist has been hired to make 
teach farmers about the entire cultivation process: from planting seeds to 
harvesting and drying cherries. 

•   Invest in education. TIWEN provides economic support to farmers' children, 
to support their advanced studies.  

•  Focus on local health.  The association promotes the cultivation of 
medicinal plants, and the facilitates farmers' access to subsidized health 
programs.  In addition, TIWEN offers training courses in auxiliary nursing to 
young producers and the children of producers.    

• Provide micro-credit. A rotating fund is offered to each producer who 
harvests coffee plantations.  The quantity of the fund depends on the farmer's 
volume of coffee delivered to the association and their credit capacity.

 ABOUT THE COOP 

Date Established: 2000

Number of Members: 260

Annual Production: 16 Containers

 ABOUT THE COFFEE  

Varieties: Typical, Caturra, Colombian, and Tabi

Elevation: 1200-1650m

Cup Characteristics:  Medium acidity, medi-
um body, balanced flavor, delicate aroma

Processing: Solar energy dried 

Harvest Season: Oct-Jan 

Export Season: Jan-Apr

Organic Production: 60%

Organic Certification Agency: IMO, BCS 
Colombia

TIWEN, Colombia
“Today we are more optimistic. We now know of other ways to sell our 
coffee, in which there is not only an economic recognition, but also a 
humanistic recognition for the people whose labor creates it..."

—Luis Evelio Gonzalez.
TIWEN Member
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